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Welcome to this, the October 2008 issue of LISS Online, your regular round-up of 

news of interest to Scotland’s rural communities. This month we bring you an 

exclusive story about the funding problems facing the specialist colleges which 

education and train workers to meet the worsening skills shortage in vital rural 

industries.                                                                                          

                                                                                                           Chris Wond 
  Project Manager 
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MMSSPP  aaccttss  oonn  rruurraall  ccoolllleeggeess  ffuunnddiinngg  
The Scottish Funding Council is facing demands to complete a review of the 
way it provides cash support to the specialist colleges which educate and train 
workers to meet the worsening skills shortage in vital rural industries. 
Mary Mulligan, the Labour MSP for Linlithgow is seeking an urgent meeting with 
the Council after hearing that Oatridge College in West Lothian has struggled 
for six years because funding has not matched the number of students it has 
recruited and that a review of the funding mechanism for “countryside 
colleges”, promised two years ago has been put on hold. 
Mrs Mulligan was at Oatridge to hear College Principal David James tell a 
prizegiving ceremony that despite the need for 22,000 new workers in the 
landbased sector by 2017, there has been no funding for growth. Oatridge, he 



 

 

said, had exceeded student targets year-on-year and had the Funding Council 
matched student numbers, the College should have received an additional £2 
million.  The situation was made worse by a “disappointing” settlement for the 
academic year starting in September and the fact that none of Scotland’s 
Countryside Colleges has been awarded European Funding Support for 
2008/2009. 
Mr James said: “This unfortunately has led to Oatridge having to review its 
financial forecasts and reduce expenditure accordingly. It has been a difficult 
time for all staff, especially those affected by the changes. 
“Had we been fully funded over the past four years it would have enabled the 
Board to further improve resources for our learners and reward accordingly the 
most important asset of any organisation: its staff.” 
Mrs Mulligan, who presented certificates to nearly 260 students and prizes to 
the top 40 in a wide range of landbased courses, said: “Clearly there is a need 
for the skills are being provided at this College and I think it’s very important 
that those who hold the purse strings recognise they need to fund the skills 
that need to be delivered. 
“I’ll be making representations to the Funding Council for them to review how 
they provide funding to Colleges like Oatridge, which have both a local and a 
national aspect and are also providing the kind of skills needed within the jobs 
market. I cannot understand why they wouldn’t want to fund these kind of 
courses and if there are present shortfalls, I think they need to be redressed.” 
www.oatridge.ac.uk  
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OOaattrriiddggee  wwiinnnneerrss  uurrggee  eennttrriieess  ffoorr  LLaannttrraa  AAwwaarrddss   
As the search begins to find Scotland’s Land-based Learners of the Year for 
2008, four previous winners from Oatridge College have been talking about how 
the award, from Lantra, the Sector Skills Council for environmental and land-
based industries, has boost their careers and personal confidence. 
Farmer Colin Inglis, the first Oatridge student to life the overall title of 
Scottish Landbased Learner of the Year – in 2004 – followed in successive years 
by farrier Sarah Mary Brown, greenkeeper Barrie Lewis and, last year, 
agricultural engineer Calum MacLeod. 
All four say the award boosted their confidence and in several ways helped 
them get ahead in their work. Colin was quickly made assistant manager on the 
farm where he still work; Sarah Mary has successfully launched her own 
business; Barrie has moved to a new golf club to a promoted position and 
Calum  is now in charge of the workshops for his employers. He says: “I would 
advise anyone to go for it.  I’m still surprised I was chosen, especially when I 
think about the quality of the people I was up again.” 
Nominations are now being invited for 14 titles, including the top award of 
Scottish Land-based Learner of the Year 2008. 
Details on the Lantra website: www.lantra.co.uk/scotland  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 Top 
  



 

 

MMoorree  ffuunnddiinngg  ffoorr  rruurraall  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  
Rural community groups in Ayrshire, East Renfrewshire, Moray and 
Renfrewshire, are to get the chance of a share of more than £5 million, just 
awarded to four new Local Action Groups (LAGS) under the LEADER programme. 
The money is ear-marked for projects which will revitalise and revive remote 
areas, with local people making the decisions and driving development. In the 
past LEADER cash has been used for a wide range of schemes, including 
promoting quality food from Argyll, transforming a derelict swimming pool into 
a unique “caving” environment for young people in Falkirk and Stirling; 
improving harbour access and boosting tourism at Eyemouth and upgrading 
waterfront facilities to boost visitor numbers to a number of islands in 
Shetland. 
www.scotland.gov.uk 
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CCrrooffttiinngg  rreevvoolluuttiioonn  ggaatthheerrss  ppaaccee    
The past month has seen a series of announcements which will change the face 
of crofting across Scotland. 
The most significant came from Environment Minister Michael Russell, 
responding to the final report of a committee of enquiry. He told the Scottish 
Parliament that the changes will give crofters a greater say in their own future 
and gave details of seven proposals: 

• Reconstituting the Crofters Commission with up to six area committees 
to include crofters elected by crofters 

• Making Highlands and Islands Enterprise the lead organisation for the 
development of crofting communities 

• Giving the Registers of Scotland responsibility for establishing a new 
Register of Crofts 

• Moves to control house building to avoid land being taken out of crofting 
tenure 

• A review of support for croft housing and croft agriculture attract new 
entrants 

• Encouraging the creation of new crofts, especially on public land 
• A new crofting bill and a consolidation of crofting law. 

It has also been announced the Arran, Bute and Little Cumbrae, Moray and 
parts of the Highlands not already within the Crofting Counties will be 
designated new crofting area. 
Meanwhile Richard Lochhead, the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs, has 
launched a consultation seeking view on how “less favoured areas” can 
continue to be supported and sustained. He said the Scottish Government has a 
clear and ambitious agenda for Scottish agriculture and with 85 percent of the 
land in less-favoured areas it is an integral part of the Government agenda. 
Over 12,500 farmers and crofters in these areas receive £61 million from the 
Less Favoured Area Support Scheme (LFASS), he said, adding: “The recent loss 
of livestock from our hills is a matter of serious and growing concern. A decline 



 

 

in activity threatens the viability of communities and impacts on food 
production and our environment.” 
In a separate development, Scotland’s Chief Statistician has published 
provisional results from the 2008 June Agricultural Census. It shows a drop of 
40,000 cattle on Scottish farms; a drop of 368,000 sheep (4.9%) and a 6.6% 
reduction in pigs, after a loss of 30,000 animals. The poultry flock rose by 
431,000 to almost 14.6 million. 
www.scotland.gov.uk  
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PPllaann  ffoorr  ““HHoorrssee  ooff  tthhee  YYeeaarr  SShhooww””  aatt  SSNNEECC  
Hopes are high that the new Scottish National Equestrian Centre at Oatridge 
will be the venue for two – and possibly three – Blue Chip Festivals of 
Champions every year. 
The Festival Association, which organises the week long events, has just run a 
successful Winter Festival at the Centre, in spite of many qualifying events 
being washed out, and plans to be back in the spring. If the demand is there it 
could lead to a summer festival as well. 
The Festival Association was formed 16 years ago to give unaffiliated pony and 
riding clubs and individuals their own championships. It has grown steadily and 
now events in England can attract between 2,000 and 4.500 entries. 
www.snec.co.uk www.festivalofchampions.co.uk  
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GGooiinngg  iinn  cciirrcclleess  ffoorr  ccaanncceerr  cchhaarriittyy  
Equestrian vaulters – gymnasts on horseback to the uninitiated – from the 
Scottish Borders have raise more than £1,000 for Macmillan Cancer Support 
with a spectacular demonstration at the Scottish National Equestrian Centre. 
The event was part of the annual “World’s Biggest Coffee Morning” fundraising 
campaign and was supported by SNEC and Oatridge College. 
Cash raised will be used for local cancer services.  
www.snec.co.uk     
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““DDiigg  ffoorr  VViiccttoorryy””  ssppiirriitt  lliivveess  oonn  
The Scottish Government is looking at ways of freeing up land to meet the 
growing demand for allotments all over the country. 
The Scottish Allotments and Gardens Society (SAGS) found the “Dig for Victory” 
spirit of the war years was still very much alive, when a survey showed there 
were more than 3,000 people on waiting lists for the 6,300 plots which already 
exist. In addition 35 new groups were recently formed across Scotland and 20 
of them are seeking land. 
The upsurge in interest is thought to be for a variety of reasons: the rising cost 
of food, the demand for a reduction in food miles, the popularity of organic 
food and the growing numbers of people seeking an active and healthy 
lifestyle. 



 

 

SAGS has been working with the Conversion of Scottish Local Authorities to try 
to identify new sites for allotments, which could now include land managed by 
councils for the Scottish Government. 
The only local authority areas which do not have some allotment provision are 
East Dunbartonshire, Falkirk, Shetland and the Western Isles, but even here 
interest is increasing and potential sites are being explored. 
www.sags.org.uk  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Top 

 
SSuuppeerrmmaarrkkeett  cchhiieeffss  ssuuppppoorrtt  ffoooodd  ppoolliiccyy  
First Minister Alex Salmond has won the support of the people who run the UK’s 
biggest supermarket chains for his Scottish food and drink policy, which aims to 
achieve sustainable economic growth. 
Mr Salmond chaired a “Supermarket Summit” which attract the Chief 
Executives of Asda, Morrisons and Sainsbury’s, the Chairman of Tesco and 
Executive Board Directors from Marks and Spencer, Somerfield, The Co-op and 
Waitrose. 
The top retailers agreed to join a forum to take forward the national food 
policy and ensure a bright future for Scottish produce; continue to work to 
reduce waste, including a 50 percent cut in the use of carrier bags; and 
consider ways of supporting 2009 Year of Homecoming. 
Fiona Moriarty, Director of the Scottish Retail Consortium, said: “Involvement 
at this level confirms the sector’s commitment to the Scottish economy and 
clearly demonstrates the importance we attach to the Scottish market and 
Scottish produce.”   

                                                                                                               Top 
 
NNFFUUSS  uurrggeess  mmeemmbbeerrss  ttoo  llooookk  aatt  ““CCoorree  ppaatthhss””  ppllaannss  
The National Farmers Union in Scotland is urging members in Fife and Perth and 
Kinross to take part in their local councils’ consultation on Core Paths Planning. 
The Land Reform (Scotland) Act requires Councils across Scotland to draw up 
plans to ensure the general public can walk, cycle and ride in the countryside 
and get access to inland waterways. The NFUS says that where these paths 
come into contact with farming activity, it is crucial that farmers take part in 
the consultations to make sure that farming land is properly protected. 
The consultation period for Fife runs out on the last day of October, while the 
Fife and Kinross consultation runs until the end of 2008. Plans are available on 
the councils’ websites and in council offices and libraries. 
Meanwhile Oatridge College in West Lothian is due to open a Lowland 
Footpaths Demonstration site which shows eight methods of building paths and 
a variety of suitable gates. The College partnered with Paths for All, Scottish 
Natural Heritage and West Lothian Council on the project. The builders were 
Conserve Environment Consultants and Centrewire sponsored the gate 
demonstration area. 
www.nfus.org.uk 
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““NNeeww  aapppprrooaacchh””  ttoo  llaanndd  uussee  iinn  SSccoottllaanndd  
The Scottish Government has signalled the start of a new approach to land use 
in the country, following a meeting in Aberdeen, which brought together 70 
experts to devise the most comprehensive study of the subject ever 
undertaken. 
The research will lead to Scotland’s first ever land use “summit” next year 
when the Rural Land Use Study will put forward findings on four key issues: 
how Scotland’s land can best contribute to sustainable economic growth; how 
it can contribute to tackling climate change; how it can best facilitate 
sustainable rural community development; and how Government can facilitate 
the effective use of Scotland’s rural land. 
www.scotland.gov.uk       
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TThhee  bbuuzzzz  wwoorrdd  iiss  bbeeeess  
Scotland is being mobilised to take better care of our honey bees, vital to food 
production but under increasing threat from pests and diseases. 
The Holyrood Government has drawn up a Honey Bee Health Strategy which 
seeks to set up effective surveillance and monitoring for problems affecting 
colonies; improve standards of bee husbandry; better disease control; and 
better communications between beekeepers and Government. 
The Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs, Richard Lochhead, says: “Beekeeping is 
a small but important sector for rural Scotland, and maintaining a healthy bee 
population will contribute to the sustainable economic growth.” 
www.scotland.gov.uk       
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MMoorree  nneewwss  iinn  bbrriieeff::  
                                                                                                            
Protection for rare wild geese 
The Slamannan Plateau, which lies between Falkirk and Cumbernauld in the 
Central belt, has been designated as a “Special Protection Area”, under the EC 
Birds Directive, to safeguard Scotland’s only population of rate Taiga bean 
geese. The birds spend the winter on the plateau and the rest of the year 
close to the Arctic Circle in Sweden, Norway, Finland and Russia.  

                                                                                     
Scottish Food Fortnight 
Scottish Food Fortnight, during which 70 seventy were held across the country, 
has been declared “an outstanding success” by the organisers, the Scottish 
Countryside Alliance Education Trust. Having established the event, the Trust 
will now hand it over “in great shape” to Scotland Food and Drink, the 
industry leadership organisation.              
 
 
 
 



 

 

Hunt on for Best Rural Retailer 
The Scottish Countryside Alliance has launched its annual search for the Best 
Rural Retailer. The competition is divided into five categories, which can be 
found on the website www.scottishcountrysideallianceawards.co.uk                                                 
 
Looking for Rural Leaders 
Scottish Enterprise and Highlands and Islands Enterprise have just launched 
the third year of the annual Rural Leadership Programme, which aims to 
nurture the people whose businesses are helping the economy of countryside 
communities. Details can be found at www.scottish-enterprise.com or 
www.hie.co.uk  
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EEvveenntt  ccaalleennddaarr::    OOccttoobbeerr  --  NNoovveemmbbeerr  22000088  
For details of events, shows and industry gatherings coming up over the next 
month click on Event Calendar.   
 
 
YYoouurr  gguuiiddee  ttoo  sshhoorrtt  ttrraaiinniinngg  ccoouurrsseess::  OOcctt  22000088  --  JJuunnee  22000099  
A comprehensive listing of short courses running between October 2008 - 
June 2009 organised by Oatridge College can be viewed by clicking on 
Training & Employment or at www.oatridge.ac.uk/short_courses.   
 
 
JJoobb  vvaaccaanncciieess  iinn  tthhee  llaannddbbaasseedd  sseeccttoorrss  
For details of some current vacancies within the landbased industries click on 
Just the Jobs.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  
  

CCoonnttrriibbuuttiioonnss  ttoo  LLIISSSS  OOnnlliinnee  ––  NNoovveemmbbeerr  22000088  eeddiittiioonn  
 

We aim to make the e-bulletin accessible to all those who work within the landbased 
sectors, as well as the wide range of organisations and industry bodies active in  
supporting and assisting these industries. LISS Online is therefore another means  

through which you can raise the profile of your local/national activities and highlight  
your organisation to a broad landbased audience across Scotland. 

 
We invite you to contribute an item for inclusion in our November 2008 e-bulletin.  

Please e-mail your item to chris@liss-scotland.org.uk as soon as possible  
and no later than Thursday 13 November. 


