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Welcome to this, the November 2008 issue of LISS Online, your regular round-up 

of news of interest to Scotland’s rural communities. This month we bring you the 

first details of our plan to build on the LISS model, and the promise of vital 

support for a European funding application.                                                                                        

                                                                                                           Chris Wond 
  Project Manager 
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MMiinniisstteerr  ttoo  ssuuppppoorrtt  LLIISSSS  iinn  EEuurrooppee  
Scotland’s Environment Minister, Michael Russell, has pledged his support for a 
funding application to Europe to help the Landbased Industries Support Service 
(LISS) develop a new programme for small and medium sized enterprises and 
social enterprises. 
The Minister heard about plans to take LISS to a new level, during a visit to 
Oatridge College (see following story). He asked for the details of the 
application and promised to talk to EU officials on his next visit to Europe. 
The new LISS project, called GrowBiz, aims to create a new business 
improvement scheme, a knowledge transfer hub and an online resource. The 
application to the European Regional Development Fund seeks support for 
three years, beginning early next year. 
Since it was launched in 2005 LISS has supported more than 815 existing and 
new businesses and helped over 300 SMEs access skills development training. It 



 

 

has sign-posted more than 500 referrals, safeguarded 25 jobs, contributed to 
the creation of 20 jobs and assisted 12 unemployed people back into work. 
The service was funded for the first two years through the East of Scotland 
European Partnership, but when priorities changed as new member countries 
joined the EU, funding stopped. For the last year LISS has been supported 
directly by Oatridge College, but the Principal David James revealed recently 
that a funding shortfall, caused by a below average settlement from the 
Scottish Funding Council and the loss of European funding, had placed a 
question mark over the future of LISS. 
Linlithgow MSP Mary Mulligan has asked for a meeting with the Scottish Funding 
Council, after hearing that Scotland’s countryside colleges have received no 
funding for growth in student numbers, even though Futureskills Scotland has 
predicted a need for 22,000 new workers by 2017. 
Mrs Mulligan said: “Clearly there is a need for the skills being provided at this 
College and I think it’s very important that those who hold the purse strings 
recognise they need to fund the skills that need to be delivered.” 
www.oatridge.ac.uk  
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RRuusssseellll  llaauunncchheess  WWeesstt  LLootthhiiaann  LLEEAADDEERR  pprrooggrraammmmee   
A new European funded programme that will inject up to £1 million into rural 
projects in West Lothian has been launched by Environment Minister Michael 
Russell. 
The Minister was at Oatridge College where a capacity audience heard that the 
LEADER project will mainly target small-scale, community-driven schemes. The 
EU funds will be complimented by local funding and will be used to promote 
economic and community development in rural areas. 
It will be administered through a Local Action Group made up of 
representatives of community, voluntary, youth and women’s groups and the 
main public sector bodies. The project is led by West Lothian Council with 
Oatridge College among its partners. 
Mr Russell said: “LEADER is a vitally important source of funding for rural 
communities in Scotland and I am pleased to see West Lothian coming forward 
with such a forward-thinking plan to sustainably develop the local economy. 
“I look forward to seeing how their innovative ideas progress over the coming 
months.” 
Councillor Martyn Day, who chairs the Local Action Group, said: “West Lothian 
stands to benefit over the next two to three years from this project, which will 
inject up to £1 million into rural projects. Local groups and organisations need 
to identify what is important to them so that appropriate sustainable projects 
can be development for their community.” 
www.leaderwl.co.uk  www.westlothian.gov.uk  
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““WWoorrkkiinngg  ttooggeetthheerr””  ttoo  bbeeaatt  rreecceessssiioonn  
Allan Burns, the chairman of Scotland Food and Drink, has urged the industry to 
collaborate more effectively to weather the recession and gain a competitive 
edge in global markets. 
Speaking at the organisation’s inaugural annual general meeting he warned 
against standing still in the current economic downturn and called on 
companies to “work differently and become smarter”, if the industry is to 
secure a more profitable and sustainable future. 
He said: “The weakening strength of the pound offers Scotland an opportunity 
to become more aggressive in the export market and become more dominant in 
the UK and Europe. 
“Working together in a way we have never done before is critical to the 
prosperity of our industry. For the first time every sector is pulling together 
and we now have a truly collective strategy for growth aimed at driving greater 
domestic and global success. 
“Food and Drink is of huge importance to the Scottish economy and there are 
enormous growth opportunities. We need to adopt a leadership position on the 
world stage, play to our strengths and champion the premium position of 
Scottish produce.” 
Scotland Food and Drink aims to build the industry to be worth £10 billion by 
2017 by delivering on four strategic priorities for growth: collaboration, 
innovation, reputation and skills. 
www.scottishfoodanddrink.com/ 
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SSAACC  eexxppeerrttss  iinn  ggrriimm  mmoooodd  
Experts from the Scottish Agricultural College were in grim mood for the recent 
Outlook Conference…sounding a warning that the shift from livestock to arable 
was “a real gamble” and asking if the reduction in stock numbers had reduced 
the livestock sector to the point where it is no longer viable. 
Julian Bell, SAC’s senior rural business consultant, pointed to the fact that 
crops had for the first time contributed more to the Scottish economy than 
livestock, but told farmers to think long and hard as they planned their 
planting and marketing. CAP reform is settling in, he said, but at a time of 
unprecedented volatility in global markets. 
On Scotland’s livestock farms the dramatic results of decoupling production 
from support payments was being clearly seen, while for those growing crops, 
the results of a greater exposure to market forces had been brought into sharp 
focus by what was happening to world economies and the supply of credit. 
Douglas Bell, senior agricultural consultant at SAC, asked if, following the 
reductions in sheep, cattle and breeding sows, was there enough left of the 
livestock industry to be sustainable.  Support payments have only a limited 
future, though most livestock farmers continue to depend on them, he said, 
going on to argue that sustainable food production and land management 
cannot to left to the market alone. “Successful Government intervention would 
require tools to deal with market failures,” he said. 



 

 

Dr Alan Renwick of SAC’s Rural Policy Centre raised more questions, when he 
asked if against the stark challenges facing farming, we could afford to worry 
about biodiversity and the environment. Read his thoughts at: 
www.sac.ac.uk/news/currentnews/08n67foodsupplieschange 
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NFUS and “Excessive red tape” 
The leader of the National Union of Farmers in Scotland, Jim McLaren, has 
told the SAC Outlook Conference that excessive red tape is the disease of the 
Western World….and the agricultural industry is “drowning in it”. He said it 
continues to thwart the long-term profitability and security of Scottish 
farmers and growers and called for a de-regulatory sea-change across 
Scotland, the UK and Europe. 
www.nfus.org.uk/  

  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
NNeeww  pprroojjeeccttss  ffoorr  tthhee  ppiigg  iinndduussttrryy  
Four new projects to provide long-term support for Scotland’s pig industry are 
to get £700,000 from the Scottish Government, following talks between sector 
leaders, including Vion, a major new player. 
The projects are: a pig business network to improve benchmarking, 
collaboration and efficiencies across the supply chain; the appointment of a pig 
veterinary advisor to offer practical on-farm support on disease control and 
elimination; new guidance and one-to-one advice on slurry and waste 
management; and research to develop a test for mycotoxin zearalenone, a feed 
contaminant which affects breeding and growth rates in pig tissues.   
The funding is on top of the £300,000 already being spent on improving the 
marketing of pig meat. 
www.scotland.gov.uk                                                                                                                                        
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TTiiddaall  eenneerrggyy  ccoommppaannyy  bboooossttss  jjoobbss……  
Scotrenewables, already one of the biggest employers in Stromness, Orkney, with 19 
staff, is looking for two more people to join a team described as “young, talented and 
fizzing with ideas”. 
The company was founded just six years ago and is edging closer to producing 
commercial-scale power from waves and tidal currents. It is working on a range of 
projects including the development of a free-floating, twin-rotor turbine for 
deployment in waters around the islands. 
It has attracted investment from the French oil giant Total and the Norwegian shipping 
magnate Fred Olsen, who is backing the company through his family’s own renewables 
venture, to the tune of £6.2 million. 
Barry Johnston, who founded Scotrenewables, has revealed that ten of the existing 
jobs at Stromness have been filled by Orkney people, with the rest arriving from 
Germany, Ireland, France and the rest of the UK, attracted by the chance to join a 
company at the cutting edge of marine energy developments. 



 

 

The team is currently working on a fifth-scale version of it tidal energy device, which 
is under construction and will be ready for testing this winter. A full-size prototype is 
scheduled to undergo trials at the European Marine Energy Centre in 2010. 
www.scotrenewables.com  
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……aanndd  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  ggeett  sseett  ttoo  hhaarrnneessss  tthhee  wwiinndd      
Two more communities in the Orkneys have secured planning permission from 
the Islands Council to develop their own wind turbine projects. 
The Stronsay community and the Rousay, Egilsay and Wyre Development Trust 
join a group planning similar developments at Eday. A fourth project covering 
Hoy, Shapinsay and South Ronaldsay and Burray will seek planning permission 
with the next month. 
All have been supported by Community Energy Scotland, a Scotland-wide 
charity which helps groups development their own larger scale renewable 
energy projects, delivering the community part of the Scottish Government’s 
“Scottish Community and Householder Renewables Initiative” grant 
programme. 
www.communityenergyscotland.org.uk   
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AAsssseessssiinngg  tthhee  ppootteennttiiaall  ooff  wwiinndd  aanndd  wwaavvee  ppoowweerr  
Major surveys are to be undertaken to assess the full potential of off-shore 
wind and wave power around the Scottish coast. 
The Scottish Government’s Energy Minister Jim Mather has announced a 
strategic environmental assessment to ensure “a clear and consistent approach 
to future development” of off-shore wind energy after 23 potential sites were 
identified when the Crown Estates called for applications for projects in 
Scottish territorial waters, earlier this year. 
Mr Mather said: “The response to the Crown Estate’s application process has 
been huge. Scotland has 25 percent of Europe’s wind potential and there is 
clearly a lot of interest in exploiting the resource in our shallower territorial 
waters. Offshore wind is developing at an exciting and rapid pace and 
development further offshore in deeper water is now feasible. 
“By undertaking an environmental assessment of territorial waters now, we can 
ensure that there is a clear approach to enabling development that is 
consistent with environmental protection and sustainable development. That 
way, we can work together to generate clean energy, built on the renewables 
surge of recent weeks and months – worth nearly £1 billion to our economy – 
and make Scotland the green energy capital of Europe.” 
Crown Estates owns the sea bed out to 12 nautical miles. Applications for 
offshore wind developments have been received from 14 different companies 
and consortia. Evaluation is expected to be completed in December. 
In another development, Highlands and Islands Enterprise is to fund a new 
survey of the potential for marine energy developments in the Pentland Firth, 



 

 

which along with the Atlantic coastline and tidal sounds around Orkney are 
amongst the richest tidal resources in Europe. 
Meanwhile, First Minister Alex Salmond has welcomed the publication of the 
European Commission’s Strategic Energy Review, which identifies the 
construction of a North Sea Offshore Energy Grid as an infrastructure priority. 
Mr Salmond said: “The benefits of exporting power from energy-rich north 
Europe, to the energy-poorer areas are evident. This publication, indicating EC 
support for our efforts, can only encourage and quicken a partnership forming 
to make this happen. 
“I am also pleased to see inclusion of proposals to develop Carbon Capture and 
Storage, where Scottish North Sea depleted reservoirs are ideal storage sites.” 
www.scotland.gov.uk/ www.hie.co.uk/ 
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SSeeeeiinngg  tthhee  ggoooodd  iinn  tthhee  ttrreeeess  
A consultation exercise has been launched to decide how best Scotland’s 
forests are to be used in the fight against climate change. 
The Scottish Government paper “Climate Change and the National Forest 
Estate in Scotland” outlines proposals which include developing renewable 
energy projects to help meet greener energy targets and includes planting 
more trees to increase the area of the country covered by woodland by the 
second half of the century. 
In particular it asks for comments on establishing joint ventures with 
communities or the private sector to develop renewable sources of energy on 
the national forest estate; how best the national forest estate can contribute 
to achieving a total of 10,000 hectares of new woodland per year (locking up 
1.2 million tonnes of carbon a year by 2050 while creating new jobs); and the 
possibility of creating a not for profit Trust that will bring renewed vigour to 
the task of woodland creation. 
Comments are called for by the end of January, 2009. 
www.scotland.gov.uk/ 
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MMiiggrraanntt  wwoorrkkeerrss  ggeett  ccaarreeeerrss  bboooosstt  
Migrant workers in the Highlands and Islands have been given a boost to their 
career prospects through a joint project involving Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise and Inverness College. 
Czech-born Renata Grove has been appointed to a new role – believed to the 
first of its kind in Scotland – as International Guidance Officer in a move 
designed to give businesses access to a wider talent pool, while enhancing the 
job prospects of migrant workers. Apart from advising recent arrivals in the 
area, she will work with support agencies and colleges to look at skills gaps and 
how migrant workers might fill them. 
Email: Renata.Grove@inverness.uhi.ac.uk 
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MMoorree  nneewwss  iinn  bbrriieeff::  
                                                                                                            
"Greening hostile environments" seminar a great success  
A seminar jointly organised by Oatridge College, BALI and turf grower Inturf 
on October 9 attracted more than 70 delegates, who listened to speakers talk 
about the importance of maintaining biodiversity and the role of turf in the 
landscape. The event was the launch pad for Inturf's new Scottish operation 
based at Bathgate and featured a demonstration of turf installation on one of 
Oatridge's golf greens using turf supplied by Inturf.  
 
BECTA study into online learning for landbased SMEs  
A summary of the recent BECTA-funded study into online learning in the 
landbased sectors is now available on the LISS website. The study investigated 
the learning preferences of landbased employers, particularly those in remote 
areas some distance from training centres. Based upon an Online Survey of 
rural businesses, the study assessed the potential of online and blended 
learning approaches using ICT and web-based learning tools.   
 
Training for community land management 
Highlands and Island Enterprise is to run training courses for groups involved in 
community land management and development. “Mind Your Own Business” is a 
series of workshops which will be available throughout the area over the 
coming months. Details at: www.hie.co.uk                                                                                                         
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EEvveenntt  ccaalleennddaarr::    NNoovveemmbbeerr  --  DDeecceemmbbeerr  22000088  
For details of events, shows and industry gatherings coming up over the next 
month click on Event Calendar.   
 
YYoouurr  gguuiiddee  ttoo  sshhoorrtt  ttrraaiinniinngg  ccoouurrsseess::  NNoovv  22000088  --  JJuunnee  22000099  
A comprehensive listing of short courses running between November 2008 - 
June 2009 organised by Oatridge College can be viewed by clicking on Training 
& Employment or at www.oatridge.ac.uk/short_courses.   
 
JJoobb  vvaaccaanncciieess  iinn  tthhee  llaannddbbaasseedd  sseeccttoorrss  
For details of vacancies within the landbased industries click on Just the Jobs.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  

CCoonnttrriibbuuttiioonnss  ttoo  LLIISSSS  OOnnlliinnee  ––  DDeecceemmbbeerr  22000088  eeddiittiioonn  
 

We aim to make the e-bulletin accessible to all those who work within the landbased 
sectors, as well as the wide range of organisations and industry bodies active in  
supporting and assisting these industries. LISS Online is therefore another means  

through which you can raise the profile of your local/national activities and highlight  
your organisation to a broad landbased audience across Scotland. 

 
We invite you to contribute an item for inclusion in our December 2008 e-bulletin.  

Please e-mail your item to chris@liss-scotland.org.uk as soon as possible  
and no later than Monday 15 December. 


