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  TThhee  aannsswweerr  lliieess  iinn  tthhee  ssooiill  ffoorr  tthheessee  ppuuppiillss    
  MMiinniisstteerr  wweellccoommeess  mmiiggrraanntt  wwoorrkkeerrss  
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  SSttuuddeennttss  iiddeennttiiffyy  ““eennvviirroonnmmeennttaall  ggeemm””  
  SSeeeeiinngg  rreedd  wwiillll  hheellpp  FFiiffee  ssuurrvveeyy    
  HHeerree’’ss  llooookkiinngg  aatt  SSccoottllaanndd  
  AAlliiccee  tthhee  aalllliiggaattoorr  ssaayyss  ggooooddbbyyee  ttoo  GGaallaasshhiieellss  
  MMoorree  nneewwss  iinn  bbrriieeff……  

  
  
LLaannttrraa  ssoouunnddss  ddiirree  wwaarrnniinngg  ffoorr  tthhee  UUKK  ffoooodd  iinndduussttrryy  
Dr Gordon McGlone, the chairman of Lantra, the sector skills council for the 
landbased industries, has predicted that the UK will become dependent on 
imported food and workers unless urgent action is taken to recruit and train 
young people, to prevent the collapse or the rural economy. 
Speaking at the launch of Lantra’s “Skills for our Nation” campaign, McGlone 
warned the industry and government that Britain could become as vulnerable in 
relation to food supplies as it is now in fuel and energy, where it has become 
dependent on raw materials from abroad. 



 

 

He illustrated the decline in the food industry by citing the “Great British 
Breakfast” which he said could come off the menu as we look to other markets 
for supplies: Spain is the largest single exporter of eggs to England and Wales 
and China is the world’s biggest producer of pork. And he said: “Britain may 
also have had its chips, with China the world’s largest producer of potatoes.” 
Lantra say that UK food production is losing 15,900 workers a year and that by 
2035 the farmer could be extinct, meaning that we will lose our self-
sufficiency, which is crucial to maintaining our independence and position as a 
global player. 
Even as the United Nations forecasts the need for world food production to rise 
by 50% by 2030, the UK’s skills are dying out. Thirty-eight percent of the 
landbased workforce is aged over 45 and young people are shunning the 
industry, even though average weekly incomes are £100 above those in retail, 
hotels and restaurants. 
In Scotland Lantra estimate that in the next 10 years 1,800 people a year will 
retire from agriculture, horticulture, fishing and forestry and in total 40,000, 
mostly those with the lowest skills levels, will leave the sector. Even though 
employment levels are expected to decline by 14 percent, it still means a net 
need to recruit at the rate of 2,500 a year for jobs which Lantra say will be 
more highly skilled and paid than in the past. 
The “Skills for Our Nation” campaign will seek to raise awareness of the 
“critically important job roles in the sector and the skills required to get the 
industry growing again”. 
www.lantra.co.uk  

Top 
 

OOaattrriiddggee  ttoo  hheellpp  ttaacckkllee  yyoouutthh  uunneemmppllooyymmeenntt   
The young unemployed in West Lothian are set to benefit from a partnership 
involving Oatridge College, and a major new European funding award. 
The West Lothian Council-led Community Planning Partnership has been 
successful in a bid for combined funding of £1.7 million from the European 
Social Fund and the European Regional Development Fund. 
It will be used by the partners to help improve the lives of anyone under 16 
who is at risk of becoming unemployed, 16-24 year olds who are not in 
education, training or work, and people over 45 who have particular barriers to 
finding jobs because of physical or mental health problems.  
www.westlothian.gov.uk  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 Top 
  
TThhee  aannsswweerr  lliieess  iinn  tthhee  ssooiill  ffoorr  tthheessee  ppuuppiillss  
Two more schools are to join an outstandingly successful outreach programme 
run by Oatridge College to introduce third and fourth year pupils to 
horticulture. 
From September groups from Cardinal Newman High in Bellshill and Braes High 
in Falkirk will join others from Broxburn Academy, Inveralmond Community 
High in Livingston, Dunbar Grammar and Glencryan School in Cumbernauld to 



 

 

study crop production, soft landscaping and estate management, backed up by 
further units on employability and a general introduction to the landbased 
industries. 
Set up under the Scottish government-backed “Skills for Work” scheme, the 
programme has been largely targeted at pupils struggling with the traditional 
curriculum. It has been over-subscribed; drop-out rates have been “incredibly 
low” and attendance figures “remarkably high”, according to horticulture team 
leaders Ann Burns and John Smith. 
www.oatridge.ac.uk   
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MMiinniisstteerr  wweellccoommeess  mmiiggrraanntt  wwoorrkkeerrss    
The Scottish Minister for Europe, External Affairs and Culture, Linda Fabiani, 
has met some of the 500-600 migrant workers – largely from Eastern Europe - 
who have settled in the Lochaber area.  
She visited a number of projects designed to encourage a greater 
understanding of immigrant cultures and social integration in Highland 
communities and, speaking in Fort William, said: “Migrant workers make an 
important contribution to the Highland economy. It’s vital to ensure these 
workers receive the right kind of support to integrate into local communities 
and achieve their full potential.” 
Most of the workers involved have chosen to settle with their families and have 
found jobs in food processing, hospitality and the service sector. 
www.scotland.gov.uk  
                        Top 
  
FFuuttuurree  ooff  aaggrriiccuullttuurraall  wwaaggeess  bbooaarrdd  uunnddeerr  rreevviieeww  
The future of the Scottish Agricultural Wages Board (SAWB) is under review, 
with a hint from Richard Lochhead, the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs, 
that it may have outlived its usefulness. 
The Scottish Government has launched a consultation exercise, which will run 
in parallel with similar moves in England and Wales and Northern Ireland until 
the end of September. 
Lochhead says: “The Scottish Agricultural Wages Board has performed a 
valuable function over the years ensuring the particular needs of agricultural 
workers are taken into account. However the time is now right to consider its 
role and structure following changes to employment law. 
“The Scottish Government is also committed to simplifying the landscape of 
Scotland’s public bodies and bringing together organisations with similar skills, 
expertise and processes.” 
www.scotland.gov.uk  
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RRoottaarryy  CClluubb  ssppuurrss  hheellpp  ffoorr  LLootthhiiaannss  cchhiillddrreenn    
A donation of £2,500 from the Linlithgow and Bo’ness Rotary Club will allow 
the launch of the Oatridge branch of the Riding for the Disabled Association 



 

 

(RDA) in September. The cash from the Margaret Wiseman Trust Fund will be 
used initially to teach children from the Lothians equestrian vaulting – 
gymnastics on horseback – but within a year the branch will expand to welcome 
all disabled riders. 
Equestrian vaulting has been developed as a means of helping children with 
learning difficulties develop physically, emotionally and socially, by Jenny 
Leggate, an international coach based in the Borders.  
The new RDA branch will meet at the magnificent Scottish National Equestrian 
Centre on the Oatridge campus. 
www.snec.co.uk        
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VViieewwss  ssoouugghhtt  oonn  nnaattiioonnaall  ppaarrkkss  
Stakeholders and members of the general public are getting a chance to air 
their views on Scotland’s National Parks online, as part of a Strategic Review 
on how the Park Authorities are functioning. A questionnaire is available until 
the end of July at: 
www.questback.com/scottishgovernment/nationalparksreview 

 Top 
  
FFMMDD  aaccttiioonn  ““QQuuiicckk  aanndd  ddeecciissiivvee””    
A report on Scotland’s response to last year’s outbreak of Foot and Mouth 
Disease in Surrey finds that the actions of the Scottish Government, key 
stakeholders and the agriculture industry were “quick and decisive”. 
The author, Professor Jim Scudamore, a former Chief Veterinary Officer for the 
UK and Assistant SVO for Scotland, commended all concerned for their role in 
reducing the risk of the disease spreading to Scotland. He said: “This review 
will go a long way to help Scotland further reduce risk and minimise disruption 
should the disease re-occur.” 
www.scotland.gov.uk                                                                                                                     
           Top 
  
SSttuuddeennttss  iiddeennttiiffyy  ““eennvviirroonnmmeennttaall  ggeemm””  
A survey by Countryside Management students at Oatridge College has 
confirmed the existence of an “environmental gem” less than 14 miles from the 
bustling heart of Edinburgh. 
In just one afternoon the team of six, who are all studying for their Higher 
National Certificate, identified no fewer than 50 species of plants, animals and 
insects around Harperigg Reservoir, which is at the West end of the Pentland 
Hills Regional Park. 
It is exciting news for the Pentland Hills Ranger Service, which will use the 
findings to support a bid to have the area declared a Local Nature Reserve, 
only the second in West Lothian. 
www.oatridge.ac.uk   
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SSeeeeiinngg  rreedd  wwiillll  hheellpp  FFiiffee  ssuurrvveeyy  
The Farming and Wildlife Advisory Service is seeking help from the public in 
building up a picture of red squirrel numbers in Fife, amid fears that the native 
animals’ population may be suffering from the arrival of the grey variety. 
It’s estimated that there are 160,000 red squirrels in the UK, with 75 percent 
of them in Scotland. 
Fife is on the battle front between the two species and people there can help 
by filling in an online form to be found at: www.fwag.org.uk/news/scotland    
           Top 
 
HHeerree’’ss  llooookkiinngg  aatt  SSccoottllaanndd��
People throughout Scotland are being asked to contribute images, words and 
music presenting their experiences of the country’s distinct landscapes to help 
build a new web-based resource. 
“Placebook Scotland” has been developed by the Scottish Landscape Forum to 
generate interest in, and celebrate local people’s sense of place, through the 
arts. Isabel Glasgow, chair of the Forum, says: “We are asking entrants to 
communicate to us a ‘sense of place’ using photography and video, prose and 
poetry, music and song. This is an exciting project that brings the arts and 
landscape together. It will encourage all of us to think more about how 
important Scotland’s diverse and distinctive landscapes are.” 
www.placebookscotland.com     
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AAlliiccee  tthhee  aalllliiggaattoorr  ssaayyss  ggooooddbbyyee  ttoo  GGaallaasshhiieellss�� ��
Alice, the spectacled caiman alligator, has found a place in the sun after being 
seized by inspectors from the Scottish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals, who could hardly believe their eyes when they found her sharing a 
home with a Western Diamondback rattlesnake…in Galashiels in the Borders. 
Both creatures were apparently being kept without a licence under the 
Dangerous Wild Animals Act 1976. 
A native of Central and South America, five feet, six inch long Alice has since 
been shipped to a wildlife park in Spain, where it is hoped she will enjoy the 
warmer conditions. The snake is likely to be found a home at a zoo in the UK.  
The owner is waiting to hear from the Procurator fiscal. 
www.scottishspca.org  
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MMoorree  nneewwss  iinn  bbrriieeff::  
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Lantra’s Modern Apprenticeship framework review meeting for the Mixed 
Farming sector takes place on ���������01�)����	 , starting with a buffet 
lunch at 12.00pm. The venue is the �
�	��2�	����(
���� . If you currently have 
employees undertaking the Mixed Farming MA, or if you have had staff 
involved in the MA in the past, your views and participation would be most 



 

 

welcome. For more information and to confirm your attendance please contact 
Hilary Morton on tel: 01506 864800 Ext.110, or e-mail 
hmorton@oatridge.ac.uk. 
�
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Allan Bantick, a passionate conservationist, who is heading the project to re-
introduce the beaver to Scotland, has been appointed chairman of the Scottish 
Wildlife Trust. He lives in Grantown-on-Spey and will take up the job when 
Dennis Dick retires in September. 
www.swt.org.uk  
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The SGD is organising a workshop at two venues in Perthshire on Wednesday 3 
September focussing on the use and management of trees in the landscape. 
For more details visit www.sgd.org.uk/mainpages/eventdate.php or contact 
the Society of Garden Designers on tel: 01989 566695, e-mail: info@sgd.org.uk.  
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Bob Stubbs, a former key figure at Highlands and Islands Enterprise, is to be 
chairman of the new Scottish Forest Industries Advisory Board. He was elected 
at the inaugural meeting of the body, set up following the review of Scottish 
Enterprise. 
www.scottish-enterprise.com                    
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The bedding plant trials will again be in full bloom at Pentland Plants’ nursery 
near Loanhead, Edinburgh between August 6 – 8. There will be no ScotGrow 
event running alongside the Trials this year, as the ScotGrow Committee are 
currently formulating ideas for a revamped event next year. However there will 
be a small trade stand area associated with the Trials. 
    
2
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The Highland Council has launched the Highland 2007 Legacy Programme, 
putting up annual funding of £500,000 to build on the success of Highland 
2007, the year Scotland celebrated Highlands and Islands culture. The 
programme aims to enhance and promote events, festivals and a cultural 
programme. 
www.hie.co.uk  
�
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The Scottish Countryside Alliance Educational Trust has just launched a new 
online source of information about managed moorland in Scotland. The 
website is aimed at policymakers, journalists, students, teachers and anyone 
with an interest in “looking after one of Scotland’s most precious natural 
assets”. It can be found at http://MoorlandScotland.org.uk    
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EEvveenntt  ccaalleennddaarr::    JJuullyy  --  AAuugguusstt  22000088  
For details of events, shows and industry gatherings coming up over the next 
month click on Event Calendar.   
 
 
YYoouurr  gguuiiddee  ttoo  sshhoorrtt  ttrraaiinniinngg  ccoouurrsseess::  JJuullyy  22000088  --  JJuunnee  22000099  
A comprehensive listing of short courses running between July 2008 - June 
2009 organised by Oatridge College can be viewed by clicking on Training & 
Employment or at www.oatridge.ac.uk/short_courses.   
 
 
JJoobb  vvaaccaanncciieess  iinn  tthhee  llaannddbbaasseedd  sseeccttoorrss  
For details of some current vacancies within the landbased industries click on 
Just the Jobs.  
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
 
  
  
  

CCoonnttrriibbuuttiioonnss  ttoo  LLIISSSS  OOnnlliinnee  ––  AAuugguusstt  22000088  eeddiittiioonn  
 

We aim to make the e-bulletin accessible to all those who work within the landbased 
sectors, as well as the wide range of organisations and industry bodies active in  
supporting and assisting these industries. LISS Online is therefore another means  

through which you can raise the profile of your local/national activities and highlight  
your organisation to a broad landbased audience across Scotland. 

 
We invite you to contribute an item for inclusion in our August 2008 e-bulletin.  

Please e-mail your item to chris@liss-scotland.org.uk as soon as possible  
and no later than Thursday 14 August. 


