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The e-bulletin of the Landbased Industries

Support Service at Oatridge College

Welcome to this, the April 2008 issue of LISS Online. This month in our round-up
of news of interest to Scotland’s rural communities we bring you stories ranging
from an invitation to share in £800 million, to the exploits of the Flying Sheep of
Oatridge College! Enjoy!

Chris Wond
Project Manager
LISS
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£800 million for rural development

Businesses, community groups, farmers and foresters are being invited come up
with ideas for the revitalisation of rural Scotland and win a share of £800
million.

The cash will come from the Scottish Government’s Rural Development
Programme for 2007-13 and will be targeted at five priority areas: business
viability and competitiveness, water quality, methods of dealing with climate
change, biodiversity and landscapes, and thriving rural communities.

Richard Lochhead, the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment,
launched the programme and said: “This is an important day, not just for rural
communities but for the country as a whole.
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“With measures to address economic and social goals as well as environmental
measures, it is the first time a rural funding package has sought to deliver a
greener Scotland and to promote a wealthier and fairer rural Scotland.”
www.scotland.gov.uk

Top

£60 million for food grant scheme

£10 million a year from the Scottish Rural Development Programme has
already been allocated to a project to help develop and promote Scottish
foaod.

The National Food Processing, Marketing and Co-operation Scheme will cover
everything except fish and will be used to construct or update facilities and
provide new machinery; support marketing, including new websites; and aid
collaboration on distribution and market penetration.

Oatridge praised as “sector-leading”

The Landbased Industries Support Service is one of five Oatridge College
projects identified as “Sector-Leading and Innovative Practice” by HM
Inspectorate of Education in its latest report.

LISS was singled out for assisting start-ups, encouraging training, skills audits,
advising on diversification, facilitating networking between employers and
industry bodies and promoting knowledge exchange. The Service was set up
specifically to harness the expertise of college staff to support business and
provide a one-stop-shop for advice.

Other areas which impressed the Inspectors were:

A scheme organised by the College’s Agriculture Department to involve Higher
National Diploma students in real-life research for industry; the Engineering
Departments encouragement of students to consider health and safety and
carry out a risk analysis before beginning workshop tasks; the Skills for
Work/Rural Skills Partnership between the College and rural schools which
allows pupils to gain experience in a range of industries; and the Rural Skills
Academy, which aims to help adults from urban areas overcome employability
problems through education and training in the rural industries.
www.oatridge.ac.uk

Top

Task force to support pig industry

Robin Traquair, the Pigs Committee chairman of the NFUS, seems fairly
“underwhelmed” by the Scottish Government’s measures to aid the struggling
industry where producers are currently losing £20 on every finished animal.
He was at the Scottish Parliament to hear Cabinet Secretary Richard Lochhead
tell the Rural Affairs and Environment Committee that he was setting up a
“short-lived” task force to look at ways of alleviating the plight of the sector.
He said later: | had had hoped for more in terms of commitment to practical
assistance, but | still believe that where there’s a will there’s a way.
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“It was always going to be hard to pin our hopes on getting any cash from the
Scottish Government, but at least there could be scope from indirect
measures.”

Traquair says feed bills for his own business have doubled in the last few
months and it now costs £5,000 a month more to feed pigs which will
ultimately lose him money when they are sold.

www.nfus.org.uk www.scotland.gov.uk/

Top

Pig file

Sales of pork in Scotland have, according to new figures, jumped by 10 percent
in the last year and were worth nearly £52 million.

The volume of fresh pork sold rose 8% year-on-year to 11,000 tonnes and it is
estimated that two percent more Scots were eating it over the year. Research
commissioned by the meat promotional body, Quality Meat Scotland, found
there was widespread public support for maintaining a pork industry in
Scotland.

A campaign urging Scots to “Get more pork on that fork” is currently running
on the sides of taxis and on commercial radio.

Scotland’s seas “clean and safe”

The seas around Scotland are generally clean and safe, healthy and biologically
diverse, as well as productive, according to a report from an august group of
bodies and experts.

The Scotland’s Seas report was put together for the Scottish Government by
the Fisheries Research Service, the Scottish Environment Protection Agency,
Scottish National Heritage and the cream of the UK’s marine scientific
community. It has now been handed over to the new Sustainable Seas Task
Force.

The main findings show that there has been a reduction in pollutants getting
into the seas in the last 20 years, making them cleaner and safer. The waters
provide a healthy environment for as many as 40,000 species of plants, animals
and microbial forms.

As a result the seas are productive, generating around £2.2 billion in marine-
led activity (discounting oil and gas) and support an estimated 50,000 jobs.
Robin Cook, the chief executive of the Fisheries Research Council said:
Scotland’s seas are rich, diverse and productive. This report forms an
important step in ensuring the sound stewardship of our marine environment
and the protection of the many thousands of jobs dependent on it.”

Top

Holyrood and Westminster head for sea battle

Edinburgh and London politicians are squaring up again for a fight about
respective powers...this time over who should be in charge of Scotland’s sea
and coastal communities.
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The UK Marine Bill proposes the control remains at Westminster, while the
Scottish Government is claiming widespread support for the devolution of
more powers to Holyrood. This would include control of the marine
environment 12 to 200 miles off-shore.

www.scotland.gov.uk

Leg-up for equine study and jobs

Oatridge College has developed a new advanced certificate course to reduce
the academic hurdle facing equestrian students who want to progress from the
entry level qualification to the Higher National Certificate in Equine Studies.
The HNC is equivalent to the first years of a university degree course and
Assistant Principal Karen Murray says the existing structure is a barrier to some
students who are unable to make the huge step from one level to the next.
The news Advanced Certificate in Equine Studies will sit between the
Certificate in Horse Management and the HNC and will fill the gap in the
Scottish Qualifications Framework at level 6.

Murray says it will not only help students who want to continue in education,
but will boost the employability of successful students who want to find jobs.
The new course starts in September and in most cases will be bursary funded,
which means that the vast majority of successful applicants will not need to
borrow to finance their studies. Entry will be by progression from the
Certificate course or directly, depending on riding ability and academic
qualifications.

Details of all Oatridge equestrian courses and how to apply are at:
www.oatridge.ac.uk

Top

Bid to tame wildlife criminals
Police forces throughout Scotland have been told that if they don’t already
have a dedicated wildlife crime officer - and that means most of them - they
should have.
It follows a review by HM Inspectorate of Constabulary and the Inspectorate of
Prosecution following a number of high-profile cases in the last year.
The review came up with three main recommendations:
e That the Scottish government creates a wildlife crime strategy
e All police forces have a wildlife crime co-ordinator, who should be a
police officer
e The Partnership for Action Against Wildlife Crime (PAW) (Scotland)
should consult and publish guidance on the best methods to deter abuse
of animals and sanctions to be applied against those who break the law.
www.defra.gov.uk/paw
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* PROJECT PART-FINANCED
RO PR = THE EUROPEAN UNION
*

*
*
*

X g K

Aal t work together




Oatridge
College

“Flying Sheep” take off from Oatridge

The chief executive of the Royal Scottish Agricultural Benevolent Institution
(RSABI) has praised ten “Flying Sheep” who plan to abseil 165 feet from the
Forth Rail Bridge to raise funds for the charity.

Dr Maurice Hankey says it is “Simply brilliant” that the nine students and one
staffer from Oatridge College have volunteered for the event on Sunday, April
27. The “woolly jumpers” will join about 2000 other people fundraising for a
wide range of charities on the day, but Dr Hankey says: “This is the first time
we have had anyone doing this kind of thing for us.”

RSABI cares for workers from the rural industries and their families in times of
need.

www.oatridge.ac.uk www.rsabi.org.uk
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NFUS warns of fruit harvest crisis

The National Farmers Union in Scotland is warning of a shortage of harvest
workers, which could result in valuable produce going to waste. The NFUS
blames changes to the Seasonal Agricultural Workers Scheme (SAWS).
Scotland depends heavily on migrant workers to harvest soft fruit and field
vegetables. In 2005, 25,000 people were allowed in, but as the scheme is
phased out the number last year was down to 16,500. Sixty percent were
students from around the world who have traditionally filled the quota, with
the rest allocated to Romania and Bulgaria. In the coming summer all of the
quota will be filled by workers from the former Communist Bloc countries.
Peter Loggie, the NFUS Policy Manager, says: “Last season we saw produce
lying to rot in the fields. There are already shortages with labour providers
unable to supply enough seasonal workers to Scottish growers.”

The Union wants SAWS - which is due to end in 2010 - retained and non-EU
workers allowed in to fill any gaps.

www.nfus.org.uk

Top

Old bird boosts osprey numbers

A female osprey, believed to be at least 20 years old, has laid her 50" egg at
the Loch of the Lowes Wildlife Reserve in Perthshire, beating the average for
the species by 20. It is also thought to be the first osprey egg to be laid by an
osprey in Scotland this season.

The Scottish Wildlife Trust, which looks after the reserve is delighted, not least
because there are only between 160 and 180 breeding pairs in the country.

The old lady, who has been visiting Perthshire since 1994, is being protected by
volunteers using infra red cameras around the clock.

www.swt.org.uk
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Euro funding for Scottish economy

Initiatives designed to increase Scotland's economic competitiveness will
shortly receive a European funding boost in the first round of funding to be
approved under the new Lowlands & Uplands Scotland Programme 2007-13.
Enterprise Minister Jim Mather welcomed the decision to award £158 million to
153 projects in Lowlands and Uplands Scotland through the European Regional
Development Fund (ERDF) and European Social Fund (ESF) programmes.

Of the £158 million, just under £73 million of ERDF funding will support 45
individual projects designed to improve business innovation, the use of
research and development, access to finance and resource efficiency. A further
£43 million from ESF will support 108 individual projects aimed at helping those
with barriers to employment or improving workforce skills and access to
learning. In addition, up to £42 million will be awarded to Community Planning
Partnerships (CPPs) for regeneration projects.

The next opportunity for projects to bid for funding in Lowlands and Upper
Scotland will be later this year. A separate announcement on successful
projects from the first round in the Highlands and Islands will be made shortly.
www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2008/04/08143102

Top
More news in brief:

Just the job - landbased vacancies now on LISS website

The LISS website has undergone an update and now lists some current openings
in the landbased sectors which may be of interest to our readers. These can be
viewed at www.liss-scotland.org.uk/training-employment/index.htm. If you
would like to raise awareness of vacancies in your business or organisation you
can send details to Chris Wond at chris@liss-scotland.org.uk.

SSPCA a racing cert

The Scottish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals has been named
as Scottish Racing’s Charity of the Year for 2008, further cementing a long-
standing partnership between the two organisations.

www.scottishspca.org

Going to the dogs

The Scottish National Terrier and Lurcher Championships are to be held at
Scotland’s Countryside Festival on the week-end of September 6 and 7, at
Glamis Castle in Angus.

www.scottishcountrysidealliance.org

Complete guide to training on LISS website

Got a training need? Want to discuss how Oatridge College can help you
address the CPD needs of your business? For details of scheduled short training
courses offered by Oatridge College over the coming months, as well as how
LISS can help with customised training packages, visit the LISS website at
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www. liss-scotland.org.uk/training-employment/index.htm. For those
interested in full-time or part-time courses the new Oatridge College
Prospectus 2008 can be downloaded at www. liss-
scotland.org.uk/services/skills-training.htm.

Open Day at Suntrap

The annual charity open day at Oatridge College’s magnificent Suntrap Garden
at Gogarbank near Edinburgh will be held on Sunday, May 25.
www.suntrap-garden.org.uk

Salmond sips the water of life

First Minister Alex Salmond has become a “Keeper of the Quaich” and will
become part of the global promotion of Scotland’s national drink. The
exclusive society has 1,800 members in 82 countries, all committed to boosting
the fortunes of the Scotch whisky industry...and enjoying the occasional dram.

Top
Event calendar: April - May 2008

For details of events, shows and industry gatherings coming up over the next
month click on www.liss-scotland.org.uk/news-events/index.htm.

Your guide to short training courses: April - December 2008

A comprehensive listing of short courses running between March - December
2008 organised by Oatridge College can be viewed at www. liss-
scotland.org.uk/training-employment/index.htm or at
www.oatridge.ac.uk/short_courses.

Contributions to LISS Online - May 2008 edition

We aim to make the e-bulletin accessible to all those who work within the landbased
sectors, as well as the wide range of organisations and industry bodies active in
supporting and assisting these industries. LISS Online is therefore another means

through which you can raise the profile of your local/national activities and highlight

your organisation to a broad landbased audience across Scotland.

We invite you to contribute an item for inclusion in our May 2008 e-bulletin.
Please e-mail your item to chris@liss-scotland.org.uk as soon as possible
and no later than Wednesday 14 May.
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